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Jesus Waits for Us in This                                

Sacrament of 

Love 

 

In the sacred Host, He is       

present, the true treasure,                  

always waiting for us. 

Only by adoring His Presence 

do we learn                                

how to receive Him properly. 

 

What is Eucharistic 

Adoration? 

Understood simply, Eucharistic 

Adoration is adoring or honoring the Eucharistic Presence of Christ. In a 

deeper sense, it involves "the contemplation of the Mystery of Christ 

truly present before us." 

During Eucharistic Adoration, we "watch and wait," we remain silent in 

His Presence and open ourselves to His Graces which flow from the 

Eucharist. By worshiping the Eucharistic Jesus, we become what God 

wants us to be! Like a magnet, the Lord draws us to Himself and gently 

transforms us. 

In its fullest essence Eucharistic Adoration is "God and Man reaching 

out for each otherat the same time!" 

The Eucharist is: Jesus truly present - Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity! 

At the moment of Consecration, during the Mass, the "gifts" of bread and 

wine are transformed (transubstantiated) into the actual Body and Blood 

of Christ at the Altar. This means that they are not only spiritually trans-

formed, but rather are actually (substantially) transformed into the Body 

and Blood of Christ. The elements retain the appearance of bread and 

wine, but are indeed the actual Body and Blood of Christ. This is what is 

meant by Real Presence: the actual, physical presence of Jesus in the 

Eucharist. 

Christ instituted this Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist in order to remain 

with mankind until the end of time (Jn. 14:18). 

The Blessed Sacrament serves as a focal point of devotion. 

Because, as Catholics, we believe that Christ is truly and substantially 

present in the Eucharist, the Blessed Sacrament is given the same ado-

ration and devotion that is accorded to Christ. 

Hours are available, contact us! 
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Homecoming!           

Fr. Ben ny Mekkatt CFIC 
 

Minnesota nice! What a nice 
and true expression! It is true 
not only in the case of the 
people but also hundred per-
cent true for the summer 
weather in Minnesota . One 
of the reasons I don’t take 
my vacation during summer 
is that I prefer not to go 
away from here during the 
beautiful seasons of spring, 
summer and autumn in Min-
nesota. Summer is a time 

when a lot of people make their family trips, especially because 
of the summer break for schools and colleges. Now, with the 
starting of the fall, with beautiful color changes, everyone is try-
ing to return to the normal routines of life. At least for some of 
you who have been traveling or camping a lot during the sum-
mer months, it is a homecoming to come back to our home par-
ish, Blessed Sacrament, for the Eucharistic celebration either on 
Sundays or weekdays or both. We would like to use 
“homecoming” as the theme of our Fall Revelations, the quarter-
ly bulletin of the parish.  

Homecoming is a beautiful term and a theme used by various 
institutions and organizations all throughout the world. Wikipe-
dia gives the definition of homecoming as “the tradition of wel-
coming back former students and members and celebrating an 
organization's existence. It is a tradition in many high schools, 
colleges, and churches in the United States.” Cambridge Diction-
ary defines homecoming as “a person’s arrival home after being 
away for a longtime.” September is a suitable month to celebrate 
as the homecoming month for us here at Blessed Sacrament. We 
see our Faith For-
mation students 
along with their par-
ents and teachers 
returning to the reg-
ular weekly classes. 
The wonderful high 
school students from 
Chesterton Academy 
are coming back to 
participate and ani-
mate our daily Mass 
celebration by sing-
ing the Latin hymns 

and serving and reading for the 
Eucharistic celebration. Surely we 
hope to see more and more partic-
ipation for our Sunday and week-
day Masses. So this is homecoming 
for us to celebrate the coming 
back of so many of our parishion-
ers and friends and celebrate the 
existence of our beautiful parish, 
Blessed Sacrament Church. So, 
welcome home to all those who 
are returning to Blessed Sacra-
ment.  

This is also an occasion for us to 
celebrate the homecoming of any-
one who returns after being away from the parish for a long 
time. As the outcome of our “Re-Grow survey,” we have formed 
three new committees with the goal of renewing the life of the 
parish and growing as one family, bringing glory to God’s name 
in this part of the town. The three committees have started their 
planning sessions to set up their goals and plans for reaching out 
to the parishioners and neighbors. The Evangelization Team is in 
full swing with their various programs. The Stewardship Com-
mittee and the Communication Committee are still formulating 
their plans and projects. Surely they can use your talents and 
time and looking for a few more parishioners to be part of the 
team to help. The signup sheets are still on the desk waiting for 
more committed parishioners to sign up. You could be one of 
them: the parish is in need of you at this time. I would personally 
invite and encourage you to consider in joining in one of these 
committees and offer your expertise for the benefit of this par-
ish. If you are a little skeptical about your capacity to work with 
these groups, no worries: we will help you to get trained.  

Assuming the position of a full-time Pastor here at this amazing 
parish of Blessed Sacrament, I feel so blessed and privileged to 
be part of this great community. As I have made my promise 
before Bishop Andrew Cozzens and you during my installation, I 
dedicate myself wholeheartedly for your service. The spiritual 
care of this community is my number one priority now. I really 
enjoy working with our wonderful staff and the leadership team 
of this parish. I see the great potential for this community to 
grow further as a great center of spirituality, centered around 
the Blessed Sacrament on the altar. The St. Thomas the Apostle 
Adoration Chapel is the hallmark of our community. Tens and 
hundreds of people come to this holy place seeking solace and 
comfort in the presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, day and 
night. I have great appreciation for Kathy and Patty and other 
leaders in the Adoration Chapel committee for their enthusiasm 
and commitment. Let us all embrace this spirituality of the     
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(Continued from previous page) Eucharist, to lead a Eucharist 
centered life. It is indeed so amazing to see several young moms 
and dads finding sometime during the day to visit Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament and spend their time worshipping Him in the 
chapel. What a great witness for the young ones! Surely, I wish 
and pray that every member of this parish will make a commit-
ment to spend a few minutes or an hour before the Holy Eucha-
rist each week. If you do so, I assure you, you won’t regret it; 
rather you will be grateful that you gave it a try. It is because 
Jesus really loves those who find time to be in his presence to 
chat with him in the silence of heart.  

Just keeping a pop opened on the table in front of you won’t 
satisfy your thirst. One needs to grab it and drink to feel the 
taste and quench the thirst. Standing on the peripheries and be-
ing satisfied with the minimum, we will never enjoy the gift of 
faith. We need to dive into it courageously and fully involved in 
the life of the community and its spirituality to appreciate the 
beauty of it fully. The psalmist says, “Taste and see how good is 
the Lord.” (Psalm 34:8). Let us try our best to make use of all the 
opportunities to grow stronger and deeper in our faith. It is not 
just the observation of all the rituals or reciting a few extra pray-
ers. They can surely help. But establishing a personal relationship 
with Him is the most important thing to do. Once we reach at 
this point, we too can repeat the words of St. Augustin of Hippo; 

“ Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late 
have I loved you! You were within me, but I was outside, and it 
was there that I searched for you. In my unloveliness I plunged 
into the lovely things which you created. You were with me, but I 
was not with you. Created things kept me from you; yet if they 
had not been in you they would have not been at all. You called, 
you shouted, and you broke through my deafness. You flashed, 
you shone, and you dispelled my blindness. You breathed your 
fragrance on me; I drew in breath and now I pant for you. I have 
tasted you, now I hunger and thirst for more. You touched me, 
and I burned for your peace.”  (Confessions; St. Augustine)  

Welcome Home everyone!  

 

Men’s Club News 

Join our Men’s Club! 
We welcome new members, eighteen years or older. Our club started in 2001. We meet ten 

times per year on the second Thursday of the month at 6:30pm. We have an annual dues of 

only $15. Each meeting we have a meal and discuss our agenda, then we spend the rest of 

our time in fellowship. Come to a meeting just to check us out and then stay for the fun! 

Check out the Men’s Club box in our Communication Kiosk. 

 Our flyer there gives even further information. 

We’re anxious to meet you! We need more new faces!   President, Dave Lauer 
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Did you know.... 
 Did you know that for years we have had a special fund set aside to aid and assist our parishion-

ers to help offset the expense of a Catholic education for our children?  To some of you this fund 
is known as the Sister Vincent fund.  Over the years, we have had fundraisers held to help build 
up this fund so that it will remain vibrant over the years to come.  We are also looking to focus 
some of our Social Concerns efforts to help re-build this fund.  This year, thanks to some needed 
changes to our envelope collection system, we have added a category called EDUCATIONAL 
FUND for our parishioners to be able to make contributions that will go directly to this specific 
fund, and thus help us to keep this legacy fund available for future years of giving to our chil-
dren.  We do understand the sacrifice parents go through to send their children to a Catholic 
school and having these funds available allows us the ability to grant scholarships to help offset these mounting expenses.  

 We also have now included a separate envelope in our batch of envelopes one that is labeled ADDITIONAL OPERATIONS.  The 
purpose of this new envelope is to allow those who receive envelopes the option to make a contribution that goes directly to 
our general operations.  This includes keeping the church cool in the warmer months and warm in the cooler months (I’m in 
denial every year that winter is just around the corner, but one of these years I’ll wise up!) 

I welcome your feedback on our new envelope system.  Switching to this new system allowed us the time to focus on what such 
a system costs the parish, as well as the ability to understand who uses this method of making contributions to the parish via a 
contribution envelope.  We have cut our operational expense for the contribution envelope program by 50% this year, allowing 
us to remain fiscally prudent in the way we spend the parish funds. 

Remember: for those who wish to save the expense of writing checks each week we have a very pain-free way to have your 
contribution amount [that you determine] automatically sent from your checking account to the parish checking account on the 
1st of the month.  If you sign up for this method and wish to make changes, simply contact me and we can easily make these 
changes for you.  Please see the flyer in the kiosk in the Gathering space, or simply talk with me about this optional way to 
make your contributions. FYI: Electronic Funds Transfer method (EFT) would be a wonderful way for our “snowbirds” to consid-
er donating to be certain your financial support  to the parish continues even when you’re away!         
                        Expect blessings!  John Florin 

Prayer Line Policy and Practices                                                        

Blessed Sacrament's Prayer Line is available via phone or email.                                                                                                                 
You need only request a prayer using ONE of the following Options.  

Your prayer request will be shared with ALL members of the prayer line. 

 For either Option, please know that you do not need to leave a name or a full name. A message such as "Please pray for Ma-
tilda; she is having surgery." or "Please pray for E.H. He is struggling with depression." is perfectly fine.  We respect the privacy of 

the person being prayed  Also, the shorter the message, the easier it is to pass on to others. Members of the Prayer Line will 
keep your request in their prayers for 18 days (9 days of petition and 9 days of thanksgiving).  

 There are parishioners praying daily for people who are ill or in need. Everyone is encouraged to join in praying for those in 
need. It is through our prayers that God is able to show His wonders. 

 The purpose of the Prayer Line Email is to provide 24/7 availability to submit prayer requests and to participate in this minis-
try by praying for all requests sent our way. This ministry allows anyone who has access to email to join in the "Power or Prayer" 

by spiritually developing their relationship with God and in helping others with their needed prayers. It 
allows individuals in need of prayers a quick & easy way to request the help of fellow parishioners for 
their support. All requests are handled in a sensitive and confidential manner. For the e-mail Option: 

Please send an e-mail to prayerline@blessedsacramentsp.org.  

  For the Phone Option: Call the church office at 651-738-0677 Monday - Friday from 9:00 AM - 3:00 
PM or call Carol McKenna at 651-492-2778. 

Prayer is a gift of the Holy Spirit. You are invited to join this ministry to pray for the various requests re-
ceived. Prayer requests are communicated to our “prayer warriors” as we receive the requests. You may 

join this ministry by contacting Carol in the parish office. 
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Blessed Sacrament Women’s Group…. 
Hello Everyone ~ I would like to THANK ALL OF YOU who joined us for the meetings 
or participated in the different events that we had last year.   Some events were attend-
ed in greater numbers than others but all provided a great time.   

 

This year we would like to increase the number of people who attend and I understand 
there are women in our parish who don’t know we exist, don’t know what we do or think 
we just get together each month for a boring meeting.  So we are going to try harder to 
get us known throughout our church communities.  To begin with: The mission of Blessed Sacrament Women’s Club is 
to provide an opportunity for women of the parish, 18 years of age and older, to grow spiritually, develop new 
friendships, to foster and support our entire parish community.  If you are not currently an active member of this 
group, we highly encourage you to come join us. 

 

We typically gather the second Tuesday of the month, except June through August, at 6:30 p.m. in the Robertson Room.  
We sponsor various events combined with refreshments, treats and socializing.  Of course occasionally we have a tradi-
tional meeting to plan for new, different events and your participation is greatly needed.  Be sure to watch for announce-
ments inviting you to some of this year’s events that are currently being planned: 

 Our first meeting though will be on Wednesday, September 11th at 6:30 p.m. in the Robertson Room, treats 
and refreshments will be served. This will be our planning meeting and would love to hear your ideas on events you 
would like to see happen at our Parish! 

 Feed My Starving Children is scheduled for Saturday, November 9th in 
the morning at the Eagan facility.  Once again we're going to sponsor a bus doing 
to the facility.  This is such a rewarding experience and all members of our parish, 
ages 5 and up, are invited to help out.  Watch for more information on this service 
project! 

 

 

 Turkey Bingo is scheduled for Saturday November 16th in the Robertson Room. 
This is a fun family event for all ages.  Bring your 
family and friends to help make this a success 
this year!  A number of volunteers are always 
needed for this event, hopefully you'll consider 
helping out! 

 

 

 

 Holiday Wine Tasting and Treats Party will be held on Thursday, December 
5th 

 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Robertson Room.  Wine presentations are always so nice-

ly done by Sarrack’s Liquor Store and we serve many delicious treats.  This 
event is free to all adults, your friends and family members 21 years of age and 
older.  A great time is had by all!  Be sure to sign up when this event is posted. 

 

If you have any suggestions for an event you would like to see happen in our church 
community, you are more than welcome to join us or submit your ideas to Carol 
McKenna, Jill Kleidon or myself.    

Thank you – Sue Kronschnable, President   
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Father Benny’s  Holy Mass of Installation as Pastor 

Prayerful wishes for Father Benny as we welcome the blessing of his pastorship! 
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Extreme Faith Camp and Youth Hiking Trip 

Thank you to all who made this possible! 
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Check Out Our Parish Library 

   In autumn when the weather turns cooler, there’s nothing better than curling up with a 

good book! How about a good book that helps you grow in your faith, too? Check out our 

parish library, located in the classroom wing just across from the restrooms.  Some of our 

new books include It’s recently expanded, and includes CDs and DVDs as well. New acquisi-

tions include Fearless: A Catholic Woman’s Guide to Spiritual Warfare by Sonja Corbitt, See 

How She Loves Us: 50 Approved Apparitions of Our Lady by Joan Carroll Cruz, The Cross and 

the Beatitudes by Bishop Fulton Sheen, and Theology of the Body Explained by Christopher 

West. Thank you to Rita Deutsch, Michelle Keough, and Sue Kronschnable for all their hard 

work to make the library easy to use and updated!  

Faith Formation on Wednesday Evenings and Sunday Mornings 

Spread the word about our wonderful Faith Formation program!  We offer classes for ages 3 through high 

school on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 – 7:45 as well as Catechesis of the Good Shepherd class for children ages 3 – 

Grade 2 on Sunday mornings.  Our children learn about their Catholic faith not just from books, but from prayer, discus-

sion, multimedia, field trips, and family events like our Saints Night in November and Family Service Night in January. 

Sacramental preparation for First Reconciliation, First Communion, and Confirmation also takes place largely during our 

Faith Formation classes. We also offer classes for parents on Wednesday evenings, including a new group for Spanish-

speaking parents that began last year!  

You can find the registration forms online at www.blessedsacramentsp.org under the “Children & Youth” tab and in the 
Gathering Area.  For more information, please contact Julie Taylor at (651) 738-0677, ext. 14 or jtay-
lor@blessedsacramentsp.org. 

mailto:jtaylor@blessedsacramentsp.org
mailto:jtaylor@blessedsacramentsp.org


Enjoy a free subscription to formed.org — an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic content, all in one place! 

With FORMED, you can read beloved Catholic classics and new cutting-edge authors, listen to inspiring talks by well-

known speakers, and watch great movies for children and adults, all on your computer, iPad, Kindle, or smart phone!  

Check out some of the amazing content available to you free 24/7 to help you grow in your faith: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's EASY and FREE to Register!  Content is available on the website or on the 

mobile app. 

Go to blessedsacrament.formed.org 

Click on “Register” 

Enter your name, email, and desired password  

You're all set to enjoy the engaging and inspiring content on FORMED!  

 

Blessed Sacrament Church has Purchased a Gift For You!  

Folks are calling 

FORMED the 

“Catholic Netflix.” 

Register at blessedsacrament.formed.org. Access code: XHMTMH 
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Prayer & Listening 

Events 

For the Archdiocesan Synod 

You know what’s working and what needs work in your parish and this 

Archdiocese. This is your opportunity to help shape the future of our local Church. 

Archbishop Bernard Hebda is seeking your feedback to help discern 

and establish focus areas for the Archdiocese. He plans to attend all 20 events. 

We will pray together for the Synod and our Archdiocese. We will discuss 

what’s working as well as our challenges and opportunities. 

Just show up. All are welcome! The Church needs your voice. 

See you there! 

What do I  
There are 20 Prayer and Listening Event options throughout the Archdiocese – 

choose one that works for you! Find a full list at archspm.org/synod. 



 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tuesday, Sept. 24, 6-9 p.m. 

St. Victoria, Victoria 

 

Saturday, Sept. 28, 9 a.m.-noon 

St. Michael, St. Michael 

 

OCTOBER 

Friday, Oct. 11, 6-9 p.m. 

Guardian Angels, Oakdale 

 

Saturday, Oct. 12, 9 a.m.-noon 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Paul 

Bilingual (English & Spanish) 

 

Saturday, Oct. 26, 9 a.m.-noon 

St. Peter, Forest Lake 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 29, 6-9 p.m. 

Divine Mercy, Faribault 

 

NOVEMBER 

Thursday, Nov. 7, 6-9 p.m. 

St. Wenceslaus, New Prague 

 

Friday, Nov. 15, 6-9 p.m. 

All Saints, Lakeville 

 

Sunday, Nov. 17, 1-4 p.m. 

St Anne-St Joseph Hien, Mpls. 

Bilingual (English & Vietnamese) 

 

JANUARY 

Sunday, Jan. 5, 1-4 p.m. 

Holy Cross, Minneapolis 

ASL interpreted 

 

Saturday, Jan. 25, 9 a.m.-noon 

St. Peter Claver, St. Paul 

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 6-9 p.m. 

Pax Christi, Eden Prairie 

 

FEBRUARY 

Saturday, Feb. 1, 9 a.m.-noon 

St. Stephen, Minneapolis 

Bilingual (English & Spanish) 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 11, 6-9 p.m. 

Providence Academy, Plymouth 

 

Saturday, Feb. 15, 9 a.m.-noon 

Lumen Christi, St. Paul 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 18, 6-9 p.m. 

St. Stephen, Anoka 

 

Thursday, Feb. 27, 6-9 p.m. 

Our Lady of Grace, Edina 

 

Saturday, Feb. 29, 9 a.m.-noon 

St. Pius V, Cannon Falls 

 

MARCH 

Saturday, Mar. 7, 9 a.m.-noon 

Transfiguration, Oakdale 

 

~ Please choose one of the following events to attend ~ 



Walk for Life on Saturday, Oct. 12 

Empower. Encourage. Embrace.  
For the fourth year Blessed Sacrament will be the starting and ending point for the annual Options for Women 

East Walk for Life, taking place on Saturday, October 12, 2019. This walk represents the journey Options for 

Women East takes with each woman during her pregnancy. Her story may be difficult, it may be uncertain, or 

she may be alone; OFWE is there to pick them up and walk alongside them.  

We will walk to the Options for Women East Clinic at 891 White Bear Avenue (only a mile-and-a-half 

roundtrip).  Once there the clinic is hosting an Open House, giving you a chance to tour the facility and learn 

more about the amazing work they do.  Following the walk back to Blessed Sacrament, there will be a free 

social and BBQ provided by the Knights of Columbus. If you can’t do the walk, you are welcome to drive 

(onsite parking available at the clinic) or do a virtual walk. Register and collect pledges at https://

ofwepartners.com/events/walk-for-life/ .  

  

10.12.19 
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NEW DRUGS, NOT ALWAYS BETTER DRUGS 

 

If you watch TV, it's unlikely that you have escaped seeing ads telling you to 
"ask your doctor" about such drugs as Humira, Lyrica, Xeljanz, Eliquis, or Taltz. The US is one of only two countries in the world (the 
other is New Zealand) that allow direct-to-consumer (DTC) drug advertising. Pharmaceutical companies have been eager to take 
advantage of this regulatory permissiveness, and they spend more than $6 billion a year promoting their products to consumers via 
television, print and digital advertisements, as well as social media campaigns. But here's why you shouldn't rush to ask your doctor 
about them: 

Newer drugs aren't necessarily better or safer (and they are almost always more expensive). For a drug to be approved by the 
FDA, the manufacturer needs to show that it is safe and effective for its in-
tended medical use. But it doesn't need to be safer or more effective than 
what's already on the market. And manufacturers need not provide any 
stats about the new drug's expected benefits in the ads. Older drugs aren't 
just less expensive in most cases (in part because their patents have expired, 
so they're available as cheaper generics); they've also been around longer, 
so their long-term safety has been established. In fact, it's not unusual for 
the FDA or drug manufacturers to release additional warning about certain 
new drugs after they have reached the market and have been used by mil-
lions of people…or even to withdraw a drug because of safety risks that 
emerge after approval. For example, the heavily advertised pain reliever 
Vioxx was taken off the market in 2004 after it was found to increase the 
risk of heart attacks and strokes. A 2017 study found that among 222 "novel 

therapeutics" (including 183 drugs) approved by the FDA between 2001 and 2010, one-third had some post market safety issues. 

 The drug may not be approved for specific medical conditions. Often the 
drugs that get a lot of media attention are for uncommon conditions that your 
doctor may not have experience with. For instance, the FDA approved the first 
marijuana-derived drug, Epidiolex, in June 2018, but only for treating two rare 
forms of epileptic seizures. 

 The drug may not be the best first-line or even second-line treatment for 
you. Diabetes medications are a good example. As rates of type 2 diabetes and 
prediabetes have risen, so too have ads for drugs like Trulicity, Januvia, Jardiance, 
and Victoza. But none of these are the preferred initial treatment for diabetes. If 
dietary changes, weight loss, and exercise alone aren't enough to lower blood 
sugar to recommended levels, the older generic drug metformin is the preferred 
initial medication in most cases. New drugs should generally be prescribed only if 
the older ones don't provide sufficient benefit or if they have intolerable side 
effects. 

 BOTTOM LINE: Don't assume newer means better. Do assume newer means 
increased safety risk. While many advertised drugs offer modestly improved treat-
ment, and some are true breakthroughs, most are at best simply additional op-
tions. As a general rule, people should be discouraged from taking drugs that have been marketed for less than three years. Even 
with promising new medications, you may have to wait for studies to be done in people with your specific condition before they're 
appropriate for your doctor to prescribe. 

 Wellness Letter, 8/2019 

 Carol McKenna 
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Deacon Ervin Barrett 

Ervin F. Barrett, 87, a lifelong Eastsider, 

died on January 19, 2019. Erv grew up in 

a large Catholic family, attending Blessed 

Sacrament and Cretin High School, class 

of ‘49. In 1951, while serving in the Navy, 

he married his high school sweetheart, 

Beverly Thoele. Together they raised 

eight children. Erv thrived on hard work 

first delivering papers with his brother, 

Dick and a friend. He did summer work on 

the railroad, where he earned the nick-

name, “Peewee” for his short stature. 

After the Navy he worked as an operating engineer at Hamm’s 

Brewery for many years. He often walked to work so Mom or the 

teenagers could use the car. Later he was elected Business Manag-

er of  Operating Engineers Local 36 and later served as Business 

Agent for Local 70. He was a 68 year member of the IUOE. 

Erv valued social jus-

tice and contributing 

to the community. 

This ranged from 

serving on parish 

committees to work-

ing on Habitat for Hu-

manity crews. 

Faith was the basis of 

Erv’s life. He was an 

altar boy at Blessed Sacrament and in 1980 was ordained as a permanent 

deacon. He served his home parish of Saint Thomas the Apostle for 21 

years. He baptized over 500 babies, including his grandchildren, and pre-

sided over countless weddings, including those of his children and grand-

children. Later he served as a parochial administrator for parishes on an 

interim basis.  

Erv was known for his beaming grin, storytelling, love of family and heart 

of service. 

                 We will always be grateful for your service to our parish! 
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