
Coming Up: 
Sunday, March 31 

 Youth Lenten Bible Study 11:30 - 12:30 (p. 4) 
 
Wednesday, April 3 

 Faith Formation class 6:30 - 7:45  

 Shroud of Turin presentation for Grade 7 and up 
(parents invited, too!) 7:15 -  7:45 

 Last day to bring donations for Easter Basket Drive for 
children in need 

 
Saturday, April 6 

 Lifeline Mass for Grades 8—12 at the NET Center  
4:30 - 10 pm (see page 4) 

 
Sunday, April 7 

 Mass of Sending for Confirmation Candidates 
at 10:30 Mass 

 Youth Lenten Bible Study 11:30 - 12:30 (p. 4) 
 
Monday, April 8 - 10 

 Parish Lenten Retreat 6:30 - 8:15 pm (see page 
12) 

 No regular class on Wednesday, April 10. Families 
should plan to come to the retreat instead  

 
Saturday, April 13 

 First Reconciliation/First Communion Retreat 
9  am - 2 pm (children only) 

 First Reconciliation 2 - 3 pm (parents & children) 
 
Sunday, April 14 

 Youth Lenten Bible Study 11:30 - 12:30 (p. 4) 
 
Wednesday, April 17 

 No class - Holy Week 

 See Page 2 for Holy Week schedule 
 
Wednesday, April 24 

 Faith Formation class 6:30 - 7:45  
 
Saturday, April 27 

 Confirmation at the Cathedral 10:00 am 
 
Wednesday, May 1 

 Faith Formation class 6:30 - 7:45  
 
Saturday, May 4 

 First Communion Practice 10 am 
 
Sunday, May 5 

 Celebration of First Communion at 10:30 Mass 
 

Wednesday, May 8 

 Closing Mass & Celebration 6:30 - 8:00  
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A Little Spring Cleaning  

for the Soul 
by Julie Taylor 

Recently I had a whole day free, and decided to do some 
cleaning/purging/organizing in a corner of our basement 
that doesn’t get much use. “KonMari” it, if you’re familiar 
with the latest organizational craze. We moved to our 
house six years ago, and I’m pretty sure there are things we 
hurriedly placed on shelves that have not moved since.  

It felt so good to go through the shelves and get rid of what 
we no longer use. Computer games that no longer work on 
our current computer. Books that I’m sure I will not read 
again. Files and files of information that now I would just go 
“Google.” No, I didn’t hold each item and ask if it “sparked 
joy.” But I did ask myself if it’s useful to our lives right now. 
And when I’d finished, only about a third remained. Every 
time I pass by that corner, I get a little jolt to see it so full of 
space and possibility. 

How I wish to have that kind of space in my mind and soul! I 
know that if someone could take a peek in there, there 
would be piles of old grievances and worries, along with my 
whatever my current distractions are: Facebook, Pinterest, 
the news, my wardrobe, chocolate, etc. My life and my 
mind and my soul are way too full of clutter to allow space 
for quiet and beauty and a place to sit down for coffee with 
God. 
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HOLY WEEK 

Saturday/Sunday, April 13/14 

Passion (Palm) Sunday Masses at regular times 
 

Thursday, April 18 

Holy Thursday Mass 6:30 pm 
 

Friday, April 19 

Good Friday Service 3:00 

Living Stations of the Cross 7:00 pm 
 

Saturday, April 20 

Easter Vigil Mass 8:00 pm 
 

Sunday, April 21 

Easter Sunday Mass 8:30 and 10:30 pm 
 

Confessions 

Saturday, April 13, 3:00 - 3:45 pm 

Sunday, April 14, before 8:30 and 10:30 Mass 

Monday, April 15, 8:30 - 8:50 am 

Tuesday, April 16, 9:30 - 10:00 am & 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, April 17, 8:30 - 8:50 am  

 

That’s what I hope for every Lent: some spring 
cleaning for my soul. Getting rid of clutter and 
distractions so there’s space and light and 
possibility. This Sunday we’ll be halfway through 
Lent, Laetare Sunday. (You know we’re halfway 
through Advent or Lent when the priest wears 
pink—er, rose.)  It’s not too late. Days are longer 
and warmer, and hope springs in my heart.   

So here are some things I’d like to do to “spring 
clean” my soul: 

 I’m doing pretty good on staying off that great 
time-sucking website, Facebook, but there’s still 
too much Pinterest and YouTube cluttering up 
my life. It’s time to just say no. 

 Outside I hear snow melting and birds singing 
and getting out there to take a walk is like 
throwing open the windows to air out a room.  
It’s just good for my soul to go for a walk with 
God. 

 I haven’t gone to Confession in a few months 
and I can feel it, like a film of dirt obscuring the 
view out a window. There are a lot of 
opportunities here or at other churches, so it’s 
time to ask the Holy Spirit to remove that layer 
of grime through confession. 

What will you do to spring clean your life and your 
soul? Where is God calling you to make some space 
and let in some fresh air? 

 

A Little Spring Cleaning  for the Soul 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Youth Trip Plant Sale  
 

March 9 – April 8 

Plants will be available for 

pickup on Mother’s Day 

weekend, May 11 & 12. 

Order forms available in 

Gathering Area. 

 



Page 3 March/April 2019 

Trip to Feed My Starving Children 

Faith Formation families were rockin’ their 
hairnets as we bussed out to Feed My 

Starving Children on Saturday, March 9th. 
Together with the other participants, we 

packed 46,656 meals, enough to feed 128 
hungry children for a 

whole year!   
 

Thank you to the 
Women’s Club for 

serving us a delicious 
breakfast and 

providing the bus! 
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Youth & Family Ministry 

Mass and Evening Program 

With Bishop Andrew Cozzens 

Saturday, April 6, 2019 

4:30 meet at Blessed Sacrament for pizza, 

head to the NET Center together, and 

return to Blessed Sacrament by 10 pm 

Grades 8 - 12 

Let Sarah know you’re coming! 

 

Lenten Youth Bible Study 

Sundays, March 10 – April 7 

11:30 – 12:30 in the Loft 
Has it been a while? This Lent challenge yourself 

once a week and join other youth of the parish 

(Grades 7 – 12) to dust off your Bible and discov-

er the power of the Word. Come to one, come to 

all, bring your Bible, bring a friend. (We have 

Bibles if you need one.) For more information, 

contact Sarah in the parish office. 

Join Fr. Benny Mekkatt for a pilgrimage to the Shrine of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe in LaCrosse, WI. We’ll travel by 

deluxe motorcoach to LaCrosse to visit the Shrine, lo-

cated on over 100 wooded acres six miles south of 

LaCrosse. We’ll celebrate Mass in the Shrine Church and 

tour its amazing architecture and many original works 

of art, as well as the several other structures on the 

grounds. Cost is $50 per person, which includes break-

fast snack, lunch, and afternoon snack. Some partial 

scholarships available. Registration forms available in 

the Gathering Area near the office. For more infor-

mation, contact Julie Taylor in the parish office. 

Parish Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

in LaCrosse, Wisconsin 

Saturday, May 18, 7 am – 6:30 pm 
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Congratulations to Our Newly Baptized! 

Congratulations to catechist Renae 

and Matt Kuettel on the baptism 

of their newborn son Benjamin on 

March 3rd.  

 

Congratulations to Dayton and 

Kaela Sinn, children of Jeremy 

Sinn, who celebrated the 

Sacrament of Baptism this past 

Sunday.   

 

May you always live as children of 

God, living in the light of Christ 

Jesus! 
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Summer Faith and Fun! 



Catholic Youth Camp 
on Big Sandy Lake  
in McGregor, MN for 

Grades 1 - 12:  With the 
help of our Christmas 
Wreath sale and the 

Men’s Club can recycling, 
our parish is able to 

provide partial 
scholarships for our parish youth to experience a 

week of fun and faith in a beautiful setting. Week-
long sessions from June 30 - August 17 cost between 

$350 and $545. We’ll have more information on 
scholarship amounts soon. Register online at 

www.cycamp.org, and then contact Julie by June 1st. 
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YTM (Youth in Theology and 

Ministry) at St. John’s University 

for High School teens: June 16 – 29.  

This amazing program blends theology, 

service, prayer, fun, and fellowship in a 

life-changing two weeks up at beautiful 

St. John’s. Cost is $200 for high school 

teens from our parish.  Information at 

www.csbsju.edu/sot/ytm or talk to Julie 

Taylor in the parish office. 

YTM Summer Institute 

Summer Faith and Fun! 
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Parish Night of Service on Feb.  6th 

It was an amazing night of service as parish families gathered to 
enjoy dinner together and then work to be the hands and feet of 
Christ to our community! A big thank you goes to the Women’s 
Club for co-sponsoring the evening and for serving a delicious 
dinner.  With their help, we were able to make: 

 47 fleece blankets for children in hospitals 

 79 “To-Go” packs for the Listening House 

 300 sandwiches for the Sandwich Project, and  

 75 valentines for our homebound parishioners and seniors at 
The Waters.  

We received a thank you card from the seniors at the Waters that 
you can see on the bulletin board in the classroom hallway, 
including 
this 
comment:   
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Parish Night of Service on Feb.  6th 
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Cl assroom Upd ate  

Wednesday CGS Level I (Preschool/Kindergarten) 
Lead Catechist: Jill Kleidon  
Asst. Catechist: Deb Tillges 
The children in Level I CGS have been very busy. In January we 

studied Psalm 23 and Baptism. February stated with a tour of 

the church. The children heard about how Jesus taught the 

people through parables. They heard the parables of the 

Mustard Seed, the Merchant and the Pearl and the Hidden 

Treasure. The children learned about the parable of the 

Growing Seed and we planted flower seeds. In the next few 

weeks we will be studying the city of Jerusalem, the Last 

Supper, Jesus` Resurrection and Pentecost. The children are 

looking forward to unburying their Allelulas after Easter. 

 

Wednesday CGS Level II (Grades 1 - 3) 
Lead Catechist: Sally Strasser 
Asst Catechist: Kathy Donovan 
Since we have been back from Christmas break we have been 

working on our prayer books, each week we have added a new 

prayer or psalm or a part of the mass.  We continue to change 

our prayer table with the correct liturgical color.  We have 

started finding things in the Bible and started reading verses 

from it for prayer.  Talked about why we have the time of lent 

and what it means.  As we talk the children are realizing more 

about who the Good Shepard is.  We also participated in a 

Parish service night and started talkIng about the 10 

commandments.  

 

Grade 4 

Catechist: Michelle Slaughter 
Asst. Catechists: Jen Cortilet, Nichole Sandberg, Jamie Joyce 
The fourth grade students have spent the winter months 

continuing their study of the Ten Commandments, one by one, 

and learning about how the Ten Commandments help to guide 

us to love God and to love others. We have continued to 

spend time in each class using our prayer journals and learning 

about and practicing a different type of Catholic prayer each 

week. Last week we had an opportunity to learn about 

Eucharistic Adoration and spent time in our parish's new 

Adoration Chapel. We have also learned about Prayers of the 

Faithful, Prayers of Thanksgiving and Lectio Divina. In the 

coming weeks we will summarize the Ten Commandments and 

move on to studying the Beatitudes. 

 

Grade 5 

Catechist: Ryan Nooraee 

We’re continuing to study the Old Testament, focusing on 

Moses and the Israelites, Joshua, the Judges, Samuel and Saul. 

Grade 6 

Catechists: Cathy Shannon and Carrie Stout 

The 6th graders have been learning about Jesus the Christ, as 

true God and true man. They have been learning about His life 

on earth and how He provided us with the perfect example of 

how to live a holy life through his teachings and actions. They 

are a reflecting on the healing nature of Jesus and His desire to 

heal our souls, most importantly through the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. The students are learning about the Corporal 

and Spiritual Works of Mercy. They are finding how they too, 
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Cl assroom Upd ate  

can be the hands and feet of Christ to bring healing to others. 

They will be making up Easter baskets for the children at the 

Trinity Mission. We will also be exploring Christ's Passion and 

Death, which will include Stations of the Cross and a Seder 

supper, in remembrance of the Last Supper. 

Grade 7 

Catechist: Ray Eberhard 

My name is Ray Eberhard and I will be teaching 7th Grade for 

the remainder of the year. This spring we will be focusing on 

the Eucharist as the "source and summit" of the Christian Faith, 

Jesus' real presence in the Eucharist, the Mass and its parts, and 

gift of Eucharistic Adoration, along with the importance of 

prayer.   

Grade 8 & 9 

Catechists: Tom Regan and Jennifer Tuckner 

After seeing proofs for Jesus' claim to be the Son of God and His 

resurrection, we call Him Our Lord, not only a good person and 

teacher.   He calls us friends and to love truly as He did.   Our 

response is to trust Him, and to give time to prayer.  We 

looked at Natural Law arguments for life and for marriage 

between a man and a woman, and how to support people 

when we disagree with their actions.  We saw how people 

turn away from Jesus and the one church - holy, Catholic & 

apostolic he started.  We looked at the sadness of death, the 

reality of purgatory, heaven and hell.  We viewed a great video 

about the sacraments. 

 

Grade 10 

Catechists: Luke Mulderink, Sarah Kalonick & Sydney March 

In the Confirmation class, we've been learning about prayer, 

the Church, and the Sacraments on a deeper level. We've 

been discovering how prayer truly is an active Communion, 

like a conversation, but in the deepest part of one's heart. 

We've been trying to answer a lot of the big questions: "why 

does the Church teach THAT specifically? What are the 

Churches reasons? Why does God want me to pray? Why did 

Jesus have to die?" The questions lately have been focused on 

"why... And what's the point?" which has been sparking a lot 

of good curiosity about our Faith.  

 

Sunday CGS Level I (Preschool/Kindergarten) 

Lead Catechist: Renae Kuettel 

Asst. Catechist: Sally Strasser 

In Level I Catechesis on Sundays, we have learned about 

different gestures during the mass, as well as the parable of 

the Good Shepherd. We have  been praying with Psalm 23 

during our opening prayers to help the children make the 

connection on their own that the Lord is our Shepherd. We’ve 

talked about what kind of qualities a shepherd has in hopes 

that the children make the connection that Jesus has those 

qualities as the shepherd of us, his sheep. 

 

Sunday CGS Level II (Grades 1 - 2) 

Lead Catechist: Julie Taylor 

Asst. Catechist: Sally Strasser 

We’ve been exploring a little further the books of the Bible 

and then looked at Jesus’ parables about the Kingdom of God. 

We’ve also been reading and reflecting on the maxims, the 

guidelines that Jesus gave us for living our lives, like “Love 

your enemies” and “Forgive not seven times, but seventy-

seven times.” In the next few weeks we’ll be talking about 

Jesus’ death and resurrection as we prepare for Easter. 
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