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Advent Wreaths 
By Julie Taylor 

Coming Up: 

Saturday, Dec. 1: 8th, 9th 

and 10th graders set up for St. 

Nicholas Brunch 4 - 6 pm 

Sunday, Dec. 2: Our annual 

St. Nicholas Brunch 9:30—

12:30 (details on page 8). 

Wednesday, Dec. 5: Faith 

Formation Class, Faith 

Formation Reconciliation, and 

“Press Pause” for parents. 

Saturday, Dec. 8: Feast of the 

Immaculate Conception of 

Mary, a holy day of obligation. 

Masses on Friday at 6:30 pm  

and Saturday at 9:00 am. 

Wednesday, Dec. 12: Feast 

of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Family Night at 6:30 pm, with 

Mass and more (see page 8). 

Wednesday, Dec. 19: Faith 

Formation class 6:30 - 7:45 and 

“Press Pause” for parents. 

Friday, Dec. 21: Parents 

Night Out 6:00 - 9:00 pm  

(see page  4) 

December 26 & January 2: 

No Faith Formation 

Wednesday, January 9: 

Faith Formation class 6:30 - 

7:45 and “Press Pause” for 

parents. 

Are you looking for a way to make 
Advent and Christmas less about 
presents and more about preparing for 
Christ?  How about an Advent wreath?  
Children love to see the light from the 
candles increase through the four weeks 
of Advent as an expression of the 
growing anticipation of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  The 
circular wreath represents God's 
eternity as it has no beginning or end. 
Evergreen wreaths (evergreens are a 
symbol of everlasting life) are the most 
traditional, but there are many different 
kinds of Advent wreaths, from simple to 
elaborate.  (You can find Advent 
wreaths locally at St. Patrick’s Guild, 
Leaflet Missal, and Lifeway.)  The 
Advent wreath that fits your family is 
the perfect one! 

Then you’ll need candles.  Traditionally, three candles were purple and one was rose. The 
purple candles symbolized prayer, penance and good works undertaken at this time. The 
rose candle was lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of rejoicing, because 
the faithful had arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation was now half over 
and they were close to Christmas.   Today you will find blue candles in many Advent wreaths, 
the color of hope, to differentiate Advent from the purple of Lent.   Some wreaths have a 
larger, central fifth candle (generally white), which is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day to 
signify Christ's birth. 

In our family we’ve always place our Advent wreath on the dinner table and light the candles 
and pray before we eat, but other families gather around the Advent wreath at bedtime to 
light their candles and take a few moments out of their busy days to center themselves on 
Christ.  May it become an important part of your Advent every year! 
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Altar Server Breakfast and Training 
Saturday, December 8, 10:00 am – Noon 
Youth in Grades 4 and up are encouraged to participate 
in this important ministry. Families are able to indicate 

which weekends they are available, and ongoing training 
is provided.  We will be having an Altar Server Break-

fast and Training on Saturday, December 8th, 
from 10 am – Noon, for all current altar servers 

and for those who are interested in becoming al-
tar servers. Please RSVP to the parish office. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
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Opportunities for Prayer 

Thank you to everybody for your patience 

during the construction period for the new 

Adoration Chapel. We’re cautiously 

optimistic that it will be open in time for 

Christmas! It will have an exterior door 

right next to the main doors, a small lobby 

area, and its own bathroom.  And best of all, 

it will be a beautiful and peaceful place to 

pray before our Lord. We look forward to 

our students having a larger place where 

they can learn to pray and experience 

Christ’s presence. And parents and families 

will always be welcome there, every day of 

the week, 6 am to 11 pm.  

New Adoration Chapel Coming Soon! 
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Cl assroom Upd ate  

about what it means to respect life and how we would address and 

approach situations that we may find ourselves in. We have also 

incorporated bible verses and parables into learning about life and 

how to use the Ten Commandments to live a virtuous life. 

 

Grade 9 

Catechists: Tom Regan and Jennifer Tuckner 

We covered the proofs for the existence of God and the 

demonstrations for the existence of our immaterial souls versus the 

scientism/secularism of our current agnostic culture in America.     We 

also covered Lesson 1 from the Chosen series, on “What are you 

looking for?” 

 

 

Grade 10 

Catechists: Luke Mulderink, Sarah Kalonick & Sydney March 

Our Confirmation class has been learning about the saints, and what it 

means to be in a relationship with Christ. The saints show us what a 

real relationship with our Lord can do. We've been focusing on how 

this whole faith thing is not just about a building or an organization, 

but a person, Jesus Christ. We've been learning how to pray in a way 

that builds that relationship with Him who is always knocking at the 

door to our hearts.  

 

Sunday Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level 1 

Lead Catechist: Renae Kuettel 

Asst. Catechist: Sally Strasser 

So far this year we’ve been reintroducing many materials the children 

have worked with in previous years. We’ve gone over the liturgical 

year and liturgical colors. We’ve taken the children on a church tour, 

which included going over the different areas in the sanctuary and 

sacristy. We’ve been working on giving the children space to build 

concentration, which ultimately allows them to grow in their own 

personal prayer. During our group prayer time we’ve talked about 

the rosary and many saint stories. We are all excited to begin advent 

and begin preparing for Christmas. 

 

Sunday Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level 2 

Lead Catechist: Julie Taylor 

Asst. Catechist: Sally Strasser 

 

We enjoyed learning about the history of the Kingdom of God, and 

created our own booklets and strips with the history of how God 

loves and has created a beautiful world for us, and even sending His 

Son, Jesus, to save us. We also learned about the Word of God, the 

Bible, and the many books that are in it. We even learned how to 

look something up in the Bible! We expanded the map of Israel we 

learned about in Level 1 to include many other cities that Jesus lived 

and taught in. And we’re looking forward to Advent and learn more 

about God entering our world as a baby, Jesus! 
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CGS Level I (Preschool/Kindergarten) 

Lead Catechist: Jill Kleidon  

Asst. Catechist: Deb Tillges 

In our first few weeks of class we’ve learned about the Good 

Shepherd and what a Shepherd does for his sheep, as well as the 

items on the altar that are used during Mass.  This week we’ll be 

learning the colors of the liturgical year. We are continuing with 

practical life items also. We will start this with changing the color on 

our prayer table and setting up an Advent wreath.  We continue to 

get to know one another more each week. 

 

 

CGS Level II (Grades 1 - 3) 

Lead Catechist: Sally Strasser 

Asst Catechist: Kathy Donovan 

In Level 2 so far this year we have talked about how God created the 

earth and all the gifts that he has given us. We have also been 

working in parts of the mass and the gestures that are used during 

mass.   During the month of October we started our classes in the 

prayer corner learning how to say a decade of the rosary.  We are 

also working on learning the Our Father.  We are learning about the 

Bible and it’s different books. We talked also about baptism and the  

regions and the cities of Israel.   

 

Grade 4 

Catechist: Michelle 

Slaughter 

Asst. Catechists: Jen 

Cortilet, Nichole Sandberg, 

Jamie Joyce 

The forth graders have 

been learning this fall 

about how we are able to know God as he has revealed Himself to us, 

through his Son, through Scripture and through our Church. We have 

created prayer journals and share in a different form of prayer each 

week - including the Rosary, a Litany of Saints, and a reflection on 

what we have to thank God for. We have selected St. Elizabeth Ann 

Seton as our classroom patron saint for this year. 

 

Grade 5 

Catechist: Ryan Nooraee 

In the fifth grade classroom, we have learned that God has given us 

the Bible as a way to communicate to us, and to show us who he is 

and why he created us. We've been learning that the Old Testament 

shows us God's revealing love. Through the two Creation accounts in 

the Bible, that God created us because he loves us and wants us to 

live in heaven with him. Also, we know that all humans are good 

because they are created in the image and likeness or God, and can 

think and choose as God does. Finally, we looked at the stories of the 

Flood and of the Tower of Babel, as how sometimes we don’t follow 

God. 

 

Grade 6 

Catechists: Cathy Shannon 

and Carrie Stout 

The 6th grade students are 

learning about how God 

reveals Himself to us through 

Scripture (the Bible) and 

Tradition (our beliefs and 

practices as Catholics, which 

have been guided by the Holy 

Spirit).  They have learned 

that God most fully revealed 

Himself to us through His 

Son, Jesus Christ,  and they 

looked at ways our class 

could be an example of Christ's love for others through service 

projects. They learned about the Holy Trinity, with Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit all a part of one God. The class learned some verses from 

the Hebrew prayer, the Shema, which states that there is only one 

God. Last week the students learned about Creation and read the first 

chapter of Genesis. They learned that we were created by God, in His 

image, and that He loves us. God wants us to be with Him but has 

given us the gift of Free Will so that we have the choice to take 

actions which bring us closer to Him or away from Him.  We also 

sorted hats and mittens from the parish donation drive! 

 

Grade 7 & 8 

Catechist: Jacob Beers 

My class has been learning about the Ten Commandments, the 

Cardinal Virtues and about what each of these entail. We have talked 
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Photos from October and November 

Archdiocesan Youth Day 

Family Prayer Night Feed My Starving Children 

Saints Family Night 
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Youth & Family Ministry 

Come join us for the Novena of Aguinaldos! 

This is a Catholic custom from Colombia and Ecuador. For nine days before Christmas, 

families and neighbors gather to pray, eat and sing villancicos (Christmas carols) to-

gether. We invite you and your children to come try this wonderful way to prepare for 

the Christ Child. Come when you can—it’s only 20 - 30 minutes long. And we end 

with a treat! You’re especially invited to come participate on Christmas eve from 3:00 - 

3:30 before the 4:00 Mass. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombia

