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Summer:  

A Time to Grow in Faith as a Family  
by Julie Taylor 

Coming Up: 

Sunday, April 22 

Rite of Reception for our Newly 

Confirmed at 10:30 Mass, 

followed by cake and punch! 

 

Wednesday, April 25 

Faith Formation Classes & 

Evangelium for adults 6:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, May 2 

Closing Mass and Celebration 

(including the Annual Awesome 

Kickball Game!) 6:30 

 

Saturday, May 5  

First Eucharist Practice 10 - 11 am 

First Eucharist Retreat 11 am - 2 pm 

Altar Server Training 11 am 

 

Sunday, May 6 

First Eucharist at 10:30 Mass 

 

June 11—15 

Extreme Faith Camp at Big Sandy 

Lake in Northern Minnesota 

 

July 14 - 22 

Youth Mission Trip to Nashville 

 

July 30 - August 3 

“Shipwrecked” Vacation Bible School  

Our Faith Formation classes end in early May, but that sure doesn’t 
mean that our children stop growing in their faith in the summer. In 
fact, since “parents are the primary educators in the faith,” summer, 
when families often have more time together, is a WONDERFUL time 
for learning about God through his creation, through prayer, through 
time spent in love and having fun together. Here are seven ideas: 
 
1. Experience God in nature 

If you want to experience awe and fear of the Lord, step outside 
into His creation! We have some beautiful parks in the East 
Metro. How about biking around the Oakdale Nature Center 
trails? For older kids, biking the Gateway Trail to Stillwater can be 
a day-long challenge, with a stop for lunch. Hiking around Lake 
Elmo Park Preserve or Afton State Park or even our little gem, 
Beaver Lake, gives lots of opportunities to spot the many 
creatures and plants that God created.  
 

2. Visit a church or shrine 
How about a day trip to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Shrine in LaCrosse? It’s a beautiful drive, with the possibility of 
stopping at Lark Toys in Kellogg on the way there. Our beautiful at www.facebook.com/

blessedsacramentsp/ Continued on Page 2 
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Cathedral in St. Paul and the Basilica of St. Mary 
in Minneapolis have so much history and 
symbols for children to spot. To tell you the 
truth, all churches contain riches that help our 
children learn about God and the Church – stop 
by a new one in your travels this summer! 
 

3. Evenings and Rainy Days 
How about a family movie night? There are 
some great movies for children and families on 
the website www.formed.org, which our parish 
has a subscription for (see Page 8 for details). 
Our parish library also has many family movies 
you can borrow. There are some great websites 
with ideas for rainy day crafts and games, such 
as Catholicicing.com and CatholicMom.com. 
 

4. Plant a Mary Garden 
Like the Meditation Garden at our church, a 
prayer garden in a place to contemplate, pray, 
and meditate by reflecting on the sacred space 
that includes specific flowers, statues, or 
grottos.  Mary Gardens generally include 
flowers associated with our Lady, such as roses, 
lilies, marigolds, and many more.  As a family 
project, each member can help plan the Mary 
Garden, adding special touches like benches 
and statues and maybe some homemade 
touches from your children! Once it’s complete, 
pray a family rosary together and encourage 
everyone to spend time as they wish to pray 
outside. The Basilica of Mary has a Mary Garden 
that you can visit to see what they look like. 
Google “Mary Gardens” to find out more. 
 

5. Vacation Bible School or Extreme Faith Camp 
This year we’re doing a really fun VBS called 
“Shipwrecked,” filled with music and games and 
drama and science that help children learn that 
they are “rescued by Jesus.” Children ages 3 to 
5th grade can participate in the VBS, while older 
youth and adults are needed as leaders and 
assistant leaders. Shipwrecked VBS takes place 
July 30 – August 3. For middle school and high 
school youth we offer an awesome five days of 

Altar Server Training 

Youth in Grades 4 and up are encouraged to become 
altar servers. Fr. Erickson will be leading an altar server 
training session on Saturday, May 5 at 11:00 am. Talk to 
Julie or Fr. Erickson to sign up!  

camp in northern Minnesota called Extreme 
Faith Camp on June 11 - 15, with Sarah leading 
a small group from our parish. More 
information on both programs is on page 4. 
 

6. Go to Daily Mass 
Especially during those days when everyone is 
off work and school, daily Mass is a great way 
to start the day! Never been to a daily Mass? 
They’re shorter (usually about a half hour) and 
less crowded, and the many seniors who attend 
will love to see your little ones and teens. At 
Blessed Sacrament we have daily Mass at 9 am 
Monday through Friday. 
 

7. Take advantage of opportunities to pray 
Chances to teach our children that prayer is 
conversation with God happen all the time 
when we’re together.  Say a prayer of gratitude 
aloud for a beautiful sunset. When an 
ambulance passes by, pray for those who are ill 
or dying.  Thank God before meals for the food 
he provides, and ask God to bless the farmers 
who raise it. Children learn best by our 
modeling  how to talk with God, so do it every 
day with them! 
 

May God bless you and your family this summer 
with joy, adventure, and loving time together! 
 

http://www.formed.org
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Photos from Our Easter Celebrations 

Reading the Last Supper in Grades 2/3 A Seder Supper in Grade 6 

Decorating our prayer table in white Lighting the candles at Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday Mass Pondering the Empty Tomb 

Unburying the Alleluias! Making 61 Easter baskets for Trinity Mission A puppet show in the Nursery 
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Summer Programs 

Catholic Youth Camp on Big Sandy Lake in McGregor, MN 

for Grades 1 - 12:  Our parish provides financial assistance 

to children to attend. Week-long sessions from July 1 and 

August 17.  The week-long sessions cost between $415 

and $495 and the parish will pay for half. Register online at 

www.cycamp.org, and then contact Julie by June 1st.  

 

Registration is going on NOW for our summer programs! Contact Julie or Sarah with 

any questions, or find more information on the “Children & Youth” tab of our parish 

website at www.blessedsacramentsp.org. 

Early  bird rate of $225 
extended to May 1 

http://www.cycamp.org
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Priest vs. Seminarian Basketball Tournament 

A group of teens, adults, and families from Blessed Sacrament had a fun evening on April 6th attending the Priest vs. 

Seminarian basketball tournament at Saint Agnes. We enjoyed a free hot dog dinner, and then an exciting first game with St. 

John Vianney Seminary triumphing over St. Paul Seminary. Our fifth grade catechist, seminarian Joe Watters, astounded us 

with his basketball talent! The second game with SJV versus the priests was even more exciting. With just seconds to go the 

score was tied, but the priests pulled ahead at the last minute. Thank you to Sarah for organizing this excellent evening!   

Seeking out Middle School and High School students  
who have a love of music:  

Singing or playing an instrument! 
 

We want to provide an opportunity where your love of music connects you 

with others your age, to the parish, and to the God who gave you these gifts. 

Contact Sarah for more information. 



CGS Level I (Preschool/Kindergarten) 

Lead Catechist: Sally Strasser 

Asst. Catechists: Deb Tillges & Rachel Villneauve 

On March 14th we learned about the Last Supper, and on March 21st we 

listened to the story of Jesus’ Passion and Death as we studied the City of 

Jerusalem. On April 4th we celebrated Easter by “unburying the Alleluias,” 

changing the prayer table from purple to white, and listened to the story of 

the Empty Tomb (we also made pictures of the Empty Tomb). On April 

11th we learned about the how Jesus is present for us in the Eucharist. 

 

CGS Level II (Grades 1 - 3) 

Lead Catechist: Jill Kleidon 

Asst Catechists: Kathy Donovan, Kim Roush, & Joan Urban  

In preparation for Holy Week, the children studied the City of Jerusalem. 

We had our own Last Supper while learning about what happened at the 

Last Supper and the significance of the Passover. We discussed the 

Passion of Christ. After Easter we did the presentation of the Empty Tomb 

with the Resurrection. The children learned the essence of the Mystery of 

Faith we say at Mass. On April 11th the children did some Bible study 

about the appearances of Jesus after the Resurrection. The last two 

classes will cover Baptism and Pentecost. Thanks to all the parents and 

students for such great attendance this year. The children were able to do 

so much good work, and we had a lot of fun. And thank you to Kim, Kathy 

and Joanie for all their help this year. The kids love you! 

 

Grade 4 

Catechist: Nicole Villneauve 

We’ve completed the Ten Commandments and have been learning about 

the Beatitudes and finding verses in the Bible. 

 

Grade 5 

Catechist: Joe Wappes 

In the last few weeks, the fifth graders 

have been diving into the Gospels--the 

books of the Bible that contain all of 

the stories of Jesus that we know. 

These include teachings, parables, 

healings and miracles that he 

performed. As we approached Holy Week and the end of Lent, we 

learned about what it truly meant for Jesus to suffer and die out of love for 

us, fulfilling the prophecies of the Old Testament. We then have been able 

to celebrate Jesus' Resurrection, realizing what great mercy he has for us 

in conquering death. We learned about Divine Mercy Sunday and are 

wrapping up our discussion of the Old Testament figures and prophets, 

including David and Isaiah, and ultimately ending with John the Baptist, 

who proclaims Jesus' coming. He is Risen, Alleluia! 

 

Grade 6 

Catechists: Cathy Shannon and Carrie Stout 

The 6th grade class continued their study of Jesus, the Christ. The 

students reflected on the healing power of Jesus and experienced His 

healing in the sacrament of Reconciliation.  They learned about the 

Passover and its significance to Jesus as a Jew. Our class celebrated a 

Seder supper to remember the Last Supper and learned about the 

Passion of Christ. We celebrated Christ's Resurrection and Easter joy. 

The students went on a field trip to the Missionary Sisters of St. Peter 

Claver convent. They had the opportunity to pray in their chapel and 

explore their museum, thanks to the wonderful hospitality of Sisters 

Genevieve and Anna. They learned that you are never too young or too 

old to be a missionary, because we all have the ability to pray for others. 

 

Grade 7 & 8 

Catechist: Peter 

Vande Hey 

We've been 

discussing Jesus 

Christ's life, death, 

and resurrection 

and what that means for us today. We have also been dissecting the 

Mass, learning all the ways God is present to us, through the priest, 

through the Bible, and in the Holy Eucharist. 
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Classroom Update 

Grade 6 visiting the Missionary Sisters of St. Peter Claver 
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Grade 9 

Catechists: Tom Regan and Jennifer Tuckner 

On 3/14 we talked about  how  to have a "Minnesota Nice" class discussion 

without interrupting or talking over others like some TV shows and political 

demonstrations. On 3/21 we discussed the events of Jesus' betrayal and 

suffering recalled during Holy Week and on the shroud of Turin. On 4/4 we 

talked about how we need to deal with the suffering we all pass through in 

this life, and the meaning of the feast of Divine Mercy Sunday. On 4/11 we 

learned about the Holy Spirit and His guidance for our life decisions. 

Planting seeds after the Parable of the Growing Seed 

Congratulations to Coral Walker, Jasmine Mazzitello, and Bryce Swan, who received the Sacraments of 

Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Communion at our Easter Vigil Mass. Also baptized was Cecilia Sinn, 

Jasmine and Jeremy’s daughter.  Thank you to our RCIA team, led by Deacon Jerry, and including 

Michelle Keough, Mike Beltz, Heather Holmes, and Tony Cortilet, for accompanying them on this journey! 

Grade 10 

Catechists: Sarah Kalonick and Sydney March 

The 10th grade Confirmation class has been learning about, as well as 

entering into, different forms of prayer: Lectio Divina, The Stations of the 

Cross, The Liturgy of the Hours and Adoration. Fr. Erickson led us in an 

Apologetics class where he answered questions the students had about 

the Catholic faith. Also, in preparation for their Confirmation at the 

Cathedral, the class, with their parents and sponsors, were invited to take 

a tour of the Cathedral led by Fr. Erickson. Aaaaaand...they were 

CONFIRMED in the HOLY SPIRIT! Thanks be to God!  

 

Sunday Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Catechists: Julie Taylor & Renae Kuettel 

We spent the two Sundays prior to Palm Sunday studying the Last 

Supper and the Passion and Death of Jesus. We’d been waiting all year 

long to do the City of Jerusalem work! On Palm Sunday we read about 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and waved palms around the classroom in 

our own procession. We were so excited to come back on April 8th and 

dig up the Alleluias we buried at the beginning of Lent! We lit our candles 

from the Paschal candle, decorated our prayer table in white, and learned 

about the Empty Tomb. Alleluia! He is risen! 

Grade 10 on a tour of the Cathedral with Fr. Erickson 

Congratulations to our Newly Baptized! 
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Enjoy a free subscription to Formed.org — an incredible online gateway 

to the best Catholic content, all in one place! With FORMED, you can:  

 Prepare for Sunday Mass by watching an insightful five-minute 

video by renowned Catholic teachers  

 Enjoy a movie with your family that is both nourishing and 

entertaining  

 Enrich your marriage with the award-winning video series 

Beloved: Finding Happiness in Marriage  

 Help your children grow in character and embrace the beauty 

and wonder of the faith  

FORMED provides amazing content 24/7 for you to grow in your faith. 

It's EASY and FREE to Register!  Content is available on the website or 

on the mobile app. 

 Go to blessedsacrament.formed.org 

 Click on “Register”; access code, if needed, is “XHMTMH” 

 Enter your name, email, and desired password  
 You're all set to enjoy the engaging and inspiring content! 

FORMED.ORG 

Don’t miss your chance to 
kick a home run,  

whether you’re a student, 
catechist, parent or 

pastor, at our annual Faith 
Formation Kickball Game 

on May 2nd!  
The evening starts at 6:30 

with our Closing Mass. 

Even a blizzard couldn't keep our young people away from Confirmation last Sunday! Congratulations to our sev-

en young people who were confirmed at the Cathedral by Bishop Cozzens. May the gifts of the Holy Spirit they 

received grow and flourish in lives of holiness. Thank you to Fr. Erickson, Sarah Kalonick, Sydney March, and their 

parents and sponsors for teaching, driving, listening, encouraging and praying for these wonderful teens. We will 

be having a Rite of Reception this Sunday, April 22, at 10:30 Mass, with cake afterward to congratulate them. 
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