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Star Wars, the Holy Family, and the 

Perfect Family Vacation by Julie Taylor 

Coming Up: 

Wednesday, January 10: 

Faith Formation Class  

Sunday, January 14: 

Presentation of Grade 10 

Confirmation Candidates at 

10:30 Mass 

Wednesday, January 17: 

Faith Formation Class 

Wednesday, January 24: 

Faith Formation Class 

Wednesday January 24: 

Middle School students go 

to Oak Meadows to play 

bingo with the seniors 

Saturday, January 27: 

First Reconciliation Retreat 

10 - 2, followed by First 

Reconciliation at 2pm. 

Saturday, January 27: 

Mission Trip Mexican 

Dinner & Silent Auction at 

St. Pascal’s 5—7 pm 

Wednesday, January 31: 

Family Service Night with 

free family dinner 6—8 pm 

Saturday, February 3: 

Lifeline Mass at NET Center 

for Grades 8 - 12. Meet at 

Blessed Sacrament at 4:30. 

Saturday, February 24: 

Cana Dinner 5 - 9 pm 

After Christmas, my family travelled to Florida for a weeklong vacation. It had 

been four years since we’d done a trip like this, and the week after Christmas 

was the only time my three college students would all be available. I had high 

hopes for this vacation: the opportunity to reaquaint myself with these young 

adult children of mine and renew our bonds as a family. I had done my 

homework: read a couple of travel guides to South Florida, gone online to scout 

places to go, and my husband had arranged a day in Disney World.  

Of course, things didn’t go as planned. It was mighty cold in Florida for much of 

the week (no, not as cold as it was in Minnesota), so trips to the beach were cut 

short. Our excursion to “quaint” Hollywood Beach was a nightmare of 

congestion and commercialism. It was bone-chillingly cold on our day in Disney 

World (my favorite quote of the day belonged to Capt. Jack Sparrow, about to 

duel with a young boy from the crowd: “I’ve never seen a pirate in mittens 

before.”) And a crazed raccoon threw himself in front of our rental car, 

damaging it enough that we had to get another one.  

Along with the other tensions that arise with a family being together 24/7, by 

Day Four I was in an awful pout. I felt like a terrible mom who couldn’t manage 

to arrange a good vacation with her family. They’d be better off without me.  

Have you ever felt that way? We fall so far short of our expectations for what 

our family should be. I think in our minds we carry these pictures of the perfect 

vacation, the perfect family, the perfect parent. And we fall so far short. It’s 

tempting to just give up.  

Interestingly, during our vacation in Florida 

we went to Sunday Mass on the Feast of 

the Holy Family. In his homily the priest 

talked about the latest Star Wars movie, 

and we perked up as we are diehard Star 

Wars fans. [Spoiler Alert] In the movie Luke 

is living in self-exile on a remote island after 

causing some irreparable damage to his 

family, the Jedi Order, and pretty much the 

whole galaxy because of a rift between him and his nephew. After this 

spectacular failure, Luke feels he has caused too much damage and decided that 
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the galaxy would be better off without him. It takes the hope and persistence of the young Rey to convince him that 

failure doesn’t mean there’s no hope.     

In that Sunday homily the priest also talked about the Holy Family of Mary, Joseph and Jesus as role models for family 

life. We often forget that living a life of holiness doesn’t equal living a life of perfection. Mary and Joseph’s trip to 

Bethlehem certainly didn’t go as planned, with the no vacancy signs up and an unintended stay in a stable, as well as 

that unplanned side trip to Egypt.  

The Catholic Church teaches that each of us is called to holiness by virtue of our baptism. For those of us who are 

blessed with children, our “school for holiness” is our family. We will often fail, but we must persist. We must depend 

on the grace of God, not just our own efforts, to help us grow in holiness. (That’s where prayer and the sacraments 

come in.) Pope Francis spoke of this in his papal exhortation last year on the family: “I thank God that many families, 

which are far from considering themselves perfect, live in love, fulfill their calling and keep moving forward, even if 

they fall many times along the way.” (The Joy of Love, 57) 

The vacation to Florida didn’t go the way I’d imagined, but it was still a good family vacation (after I stopped pouting). 

The Holy Family’s trip to Bethlehem didn’t go the way they’d planned, either. And Luke’s dreams for the Jedi didn’t go 

according to plan. But maybe it’s in our failures that we learn the most about patience, about love, about hope. Maybe 

we aren’t called to be perfect. Maybe we’re just called to be holy. 

Star Wars, the Holy Family, and the Perfect Family Vacation (continued from  Page 1) 
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Parents Night Out on December 22 

Which team can build the best snowman… 

by covering a team member in toilet paper? 

Our amazing youth minister, Sarah Kalonick, 

along with our parish teens led a night of 

Christmas fun for students in preschool to 

Grade 5, including an awesome cover-your-

teammate-in-toilet-paper-to-make-a-

snowman contest, cookie decorating, and a 

Christmas prayer time. 
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Family Christmas Play on December 20 



Blessed Sacrament/

St. Pascal’s 

Youth Mission Trip  

to Nashville 

July 14 - 22, 2018 

Youth currently in 

Grades 8 - 12 

 

We still have a couple of 

spots left in our youth 

mission trip this summer. 

Contact Sarah for more 

information. 
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CGS Level I (Preschool/Kindergarten) 
Lead Catechist: Jill Kleidon 
Asst. Catechists: Deb Tillges & Rachel Villneauve 
Over the last few weeks the children have been learning about 
the Annunciation and Mary's "Yes!" to the angel Gabriel that 
she would give birth to the Messiah, the "Joy!" of the Visitation 
of Elizabeth from Mary, and "Wonder and Awe" of the 
Shepherd's adoration upon the birth of the baby Jesus.  
 
CGS Level II (Grades 1 - 3) 
Lead Catechist: Sally Strasser 
Asst. Catechists: Kathy Donovan, Kim Roush, and Joan 
Reese-Urban 
On November 29th we did a synthesis of the prophecies and 
candles were lit for each one as they were read.  On December 
6th we did the the synthesis of the Infancy narratives.  And on 
December 13th we did the Nativity and worked on the star with 
all the prophecies on them.  The third graders participated in 
Reconciliation and the whole class went to the prayer service 
prior to Reconciliation. We did a lot in a short period of time 

 
Grade 4 
Catechist: Nicole Villneauve 
In our last three sessions we’ve been learning about how God 
gave the Ten Commandments to Moses to help His people live 
good lives, and began to study the first and second 
commandments more deeply. We really enjoyed the 8th grade’s 
play about the Ten Commandments! In the next few weeks, 
we’ll continue studying each of the Ten Commandments. 
 
 
 
 

Grade 5 
Catechist: Joe Wappes 
We’ve continued to study the Bible, and learned about the 
patriarchs: Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph. In December before 
the Christmas break we did a review of what we’d learned so 
far. In January we’ll be learning about Moses and the Covenant 

that God made with his people. 

Grade 6 
Catechists:Cathy Shannon and Carrie Stout 
The 6th grade faith formation students have continued to 
explore God's relationship with us and the deep love He has for 
all humankind. They have learned what it means to be made in 
the image of God and how our actions can impact our 
relationship with God.  They learned about salvation history, 
God's plan for us throughout time, and how faith is our 
response to God. The students prepared to celebrate the birth 
of Christ through prayer, the sacrament of Reconciliation, and 
watching "The Nativity Story.” 
 
Grade 7 & 8 
Catechist: Peter Vande Hey 
We’re continuing our study of Christian morality. At the end of 
November we performed a play about the Ten Commandments 
for the younger students. In December we studied how the 
Church teaches us to respect sexuality and to respect truth and 
property. In January we’ll be learning about how God calls us to 
work for justice in the world, as well as going to play Bingo with 
the seniors at Oak Meadows. 
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Classroom Update 

Grade 6 sorts items from the annual Hat & Mitten 

Drive they help sponsor. This year they collected 248 

items to give to Trinity Mission here on the East Side. 
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Lead Catechist: Julie Taylor 
Asst. Catechist: Renae Kuettel 

What we learned about the colors of the liturgical year was 
really useful in the past six weeks as we’ve changed from 
green (ordinary time) to purple (Advent) to white (Christmas). 
We learned about what the prophets before Jesus said about 
the birth of a savior, and the narratives of the Annunication, 
Nativity, and Epiphany. By the time we came back in January, 
the students could tell the story of Jesus’ birth fairly well 
themselves. In the coming weeks we’ll be reviewing the altar, 
doing a short tour of church, learning about Baptism and the 

Kingdom Parables. 

Sunday Catechesis  
of the Good Shepherd 

Grade 9 
Catechists: Tom Regan and Jennifer Tuckner 
We’ve covered two sessions of the Chosen curriculum, 
discussing “Why be Catholic?,” as well as talking about what 
happens after we die in “Where Am I Going?”  It was a lively 
discussion about death, judgment, heaven and hell. In the next 
few weeks we’ll be talking about “How Do I Get There?,” the 
power and purpose of the Sacraments. 

 

Grade 10 
Catechists: Sarah Kalonick and Sydney March 
A highlight in December was our trip to the Franciscan Brothers 
of Peace Friary on December 13th. We got a tour of the Friary, 
had a question-and-answer session about what it’s like to be a 
Franciscan brother, learned about the tradition of the Nativity 
scene begun by St. Francis, and participated in prayer with the 
brothers. We’ve chosen our Confirmation names and sponsors, 
and met with our sponsors last Sunday. This Sunday we’ll be 

presented at the 10:30 Mass! 

The Grade 7/8 Class performed  a play about the Ten 

Commandments for students in Grades 1 - 4. 

Grade 9/10 students at the St. Nicholas Brunch 
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Andrew and Coreen Wagenbach have been married eight years and have four small 
boys. They both graduated from Franciscan University of Steubenville and work 

together at the Church of St. Peter in North Saint Paul as the co-directors of Faith 
Formation. They are excited to share with you, how in the midst of the very loud and 
dirty chaos of raising little boys and the ups and downs of marriage, community has 
called them on to greater holiness and brought joy and encouragement in times of 

suffering. Come hear how you can have community in your marriage, no matter your 
stage or location in life.  

 
We are truly blessed to have Andy and Coreen as our speakers for the Cana 

Dinner this year! This year’s Cana Dinner speakers will be particularly relevant 

to married couples with children, and we urge you to clear your calendar for 

this evening away for you and your spouse. Invite your married friends, too! 

 

Our Cana Dinner Committee is busy with plans to transform the Robertson 

Room and Gathering Area into the streets of Paris, and sampling French 

recipes to find the most delicious and romantic dinner to serve to you that 

evening! The evening starts with Mass at 4pm, a social hour with wine, beer, 

soda and appetizers from 5 - 6pm, dinner at 6pm, and the opportunity to 

renew your wedding vows and have your marriage blessed by Fr. Erickson. 

Afterwards Andy and Coreen will offer their insight into how our marriages 

need community to thrive. Arrange the babysitter now! We have some partial 

scholarships available - just contact Julie. 


